Networked Neighborhoods for Eco-Conservation

RAIN BARRELS
What are rain barrels?

Is the water potable?

Rain barrels are collection containers, usually placed
below a roof or gutter downspout outside the house.
They are used to capture and store rain water for later
use, for example, to water lawns and gardens during
times of low rainfall. But they also keep runoff water
from entering storm drains or nearby streams.

No! The water is fine to use on non-edible plants in
the garden, but it is not suitable for drinking. The
rainwater may have intercepted chemical from the
roof or gutters as it flows downward. It also may have
come in contact with bird feces or harmful bacteria.
For edible plants, such as tomatoes or leafy greens,
make sure the plant is thoroughly washed before
eating.

Why should I install one?
By capturing water, rain barrels reduce stormwater
runoff, which can contain pollutants like sediment, oil,
grease, bacteria and nutrients. Water that normally
would flow to a nearby drain or river is contained in the
barrel until it’s ready to be used for another purpose.
Rain barrels help to conserve water and thus may help
reduce water bills.

What do they look like?
Rain barrels can come in a variety of sizes but for home
use, popular
sizes range
between 50
and 75 gallons.
They can be as
large as 300
gallon capacity.
For larger
storage
capacity, both
above ground
and
underground
cisterns are
often used.
Rain barrel
shapes vary
from simple
drum-like
shapes to
cylinders,
octagons, and
Photo by Patricia Pennell, raingardens.org squares. Each
usually consists
of a hole at the top to allow for flow from the
downspout, a tightly-closeable lid and/or screen grate
to keep debris and insects out, an overflow pipe and a
spigot at or near the bottom of the barrel.

Can I build a rain barrel or do I need to
purchase one?
Although there are numerous stores that sell rain
barrels, you can also make your own for a relatively
inexpensive cost. In some cases, local governments or
organizations offer them for a reduced price as part of
their environmental education programs. Networked
Neighborhoods provides Email Alerts when rain
barrels go on sale in your neighborhood or an
organization is having a sale.
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How much water do they save?
A typical 1/2-inch rainfall will fill a 50- to 55- gallon
barrel. Generally, about a half gallon of water per
square foot of roof area can be collected during a
one-inch rainfall. During the summer, rain barrels can
save homeowners about 1300 gallons of water. This
water can then be used to water the grass and garden
plants or wash cars.

To find out what's happening in your neighborhood
with low impact practices, visit:

www.networkedneighbors.org
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